u6                          KATE FORTH.

said that he would send her a few necessaries to
make her comfortable; upon which the poor girl fell
upon her knees, and, in a voice almost inarticulate
with emotion, thanked her benefactor.

When the Duke again called, she expressed her
gratitude for all she had received, but hinted to her
royal visitor that her earnest desire was to live
an honourable life. The Duke was astounded, but
said nothing in reply. He was simply dressed in
a plain riding costume, and was, without exception,
one of the finest men England could boast of. He
stood above six feet; was rather stout, but well
proportioned; his chest broad, and his frame mus-
cular; his face bore the stamp of authority, and
every feature was handsome; his brow was full
and prominent, the eye greyish, beaming with
benevolence; and a noble forehead, with premature
grey hairs, though the Prince was hardly in the vale
of years, completed the picture which presented itself
to the unhappy Kate. The poor girl, overawed by
the royal presence, attempted to leave the room, but
was prevented. Her thoughts were how to avoid
the danger which she felt was awaiting her, if the
Royal Duke should persist in his assiduities.

His Eoyal Highness, not knowing the girl's feel-
ings, paid her frequent visits, and each succeeding day
became more and more enamoured of her; though
upon all occasions she evinced a desire to avoid his
presence. The thoughts of her seducer, and the
degrading situation in which she stood, contrasting
with the benevolence, and apparent affection of the
Eoyal Duke, overwhelmed her. She wept bitterly,
and flung herself upon her bed in an agony of dis-
tress. Her first resolution was to tell the Duke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